BACKDOOR 


REPARATIONS 
FROM AUSTRIA? 


CCORDING to The Times 
(Mar. 28), the meeting of 
foreign ministers in Moscow, so 
far from producing a treaty for 
Germany, wil! not even produce one 
for Austria. Russia will not agree 
to any reasonable definition of Ger- 
man property in Austria which she 
claims, and has seized. We now 
know that a secret clause of the 
agreement—I forget whether it was 
Yalta or Teheran—which proclaimed 
that the independence of Austria 
woo an Allied war-aim, stipulated that 
no reparations were to be paid by 
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Austria. By stretching the meaning 
of German property in Austria, 
Russia is trying to get her repara- 
tions by the back-door. Since Mr. 
Bevin and Gen. Marshall are not 
giving way, there igs deadlock, and 
the effective independence of Austria 
is as far away as it was before the 
conference, 


Bevin opposes police-state 


ON the tissue of Germany, the gulf 
b>. is vast. Russia insists on her 
10,000 million dollars of reparations. 
That is a good deal more important 
than the differences on the political 
constitution of Germany, though it 
ig significant that Mr. Molotov de- 
mands that police and _ education 
shal] come under the contro] of the 
central government, whereas Mr. 
Bevin would exclude them from its 
functions. It is easy enough to see 
what Mr. Molotov hag in mind. The 
restoration of the unified police-and- 
propaganda State of Germany plus 
the obligation to provide 10,000 
million dollars of reparations would 
give Communism a flying start in 
Germany. But, though Mr. Molotov 
is doing his best, it is difficult to 
make plausible propaganda to Ger- 
mans on such a basis. Ten billion 
dollars of reparations, plus the loss 
of Eastern provinces, take most of 
the attractiveness out of the idea of 
German unity as offered by the 
Russians. Anyhow, we are miles 
away from any agreement about Ger- 
many; and certainly it is better not 


to reach one at all than, by tough | 


bargaining, to achieve a paper-settle- 
ment which no German government 
will sign, and Germany wil] infallibly 
repudiate. 


Veto refutes U.S. critics 


"EXHE Russian veto of the British 
__vesolution regarding Albania, 
which was passed by 7 votes to 2 
(Russia-cum-Poland), though in- 
evitable, had to be exercised at an 
awkward moment. For it provided 
precisely the demonstration that the 
USA State Department needed to re- 
fute the critics of its Greco-Turkish 
policy who argued that the matter 
should have sone to the United 
Nations: a demonstration that, in re- 
gard to affairs in the Balkans any- 
how, the idea was farcica] that the 
United Nations could deal with a 
situation which might lead to war. 
The new purge 
JF the new American policy of 
“ containing Communism” in the 
Middle East meets with a good deal 
(CONTINUED ON BACK PAGE) 


ZIONISM—The last straw for a despairing people 


THE JEWS 


HE Jews have served mankind well. 


Having always been in 


a minority—except in ancient Palestine—they have been 
the ideal scape-goats of inefficient or ill-intentioned Governments, 
the perfect smoke-screen behind which monstrous crimes could be 


committed against humanity. 


After centuries of persecution for 


religious, racial and social reasons many Jews have now been 
driven to adopt the same insane ideas as their oppressors, 
extreme nationalism, intolerance, prejudice and belligerence. 


A lot is said and written about 
Jewish extremists and criminals— 
the vast majority of decent Jews is 
ignored. Decent people, whatever 
their nationality or religion, have no 
“ news-value.” 

What are the usual reasons for 
anti-Semitism? What are the Jews 
doing and what can they do about it? 

Firstly, there is jealousy. Be- 
cause a few are wealthy—one 
meneralises and forgets all about the 
poverty-stricken Jews of Eastern 
Europe and East London. The same 
unreasonable attitude is adopted to- 
wards any Scotsman who by sheer 
hard work has managed to get on. 


False charges 


Secondly, the Jews are accused of 
being members of some “ inter- 


national organisation.” The same of 
course applies to Catholics, Protest- 
ants, Mohammedans, etc. Is it a 
crime to love one’s fellowmen? 
| There may be stronger family ties 
amongst Jews—largely because, 
through constant persecution and 
emigration, families have been torn 
asunder and now find themselves in 
different parts of the globe. There 
would be no need for them to help 
each other if they were treated on 
equal terms in their countries of birth 
or choice. 

Thirdly, the Jews are accused of 
having a powerful political and eco- 
nomic influence. To support that 
argument, their enemies simply label 
Yall politicians they dislike as Jews 
|and ignore the Jewish descent of 
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people they admire. Thus the Nazis 
called Roosevelt a Jew and ‘‘ proved ” 
Jesus to be an “ Aryan.” 


Fourthly, Jews are accused of 
greater criminality than Gentiles. 
That impression is created by the 
relatively greater publicity given to 
them by the allegedly ‘“ Jewish-con- 
trolled” Press. Criminals—whatever 
their religion—are made, not born. 
The Germans who are stealing coal 
because they don’t want to freeze to 
death are an example of this theory. 

Anti-Semitism like any other pre- 
judice exists only where conditions in 
general are bad and attention has to 
be diverted from the real causes of 
unpleasant circumstances. Man’s 
unbalanced emotions require scape- 
goats. The unhappy couple blames 
the mother-in-law and the stupid 
citizen blames the Jew. 


The “ gallant ally ” 


To show man’s utter insanity I 
want to give just one example from 
real life. A young Jewish friend of 
mine was driven from Germany 
where he was called a “ b Jew.” 
In pre-war England he became a 
“b alien ” and was later interned 
as a “b German.” He was sent 
to Canada where his England-hating 
French-Canadian guards treated him 
as a guest of honour. Released from 

internment he became 


MILITARISM v. 
EDUCATION 
IN HOLLAND 


pected from 


there are no teachers available. 


out; no new ones are forthcoming. 


Holland needs 40,000 


From Annie van der Plaats 
EFORE the war, great results were ex- 
new educational 
paigns. Projects were ready, prepared by 
eminent men and women: but all these have 
come to nothing. There is no money, and 


the “gallant ally” in 
British battledress. He 
was posted to Egypt 
where as a “b 

Englishman” he nar- 
rowly escaped death at 
the hands of a hostile 
crowd, The wheel 
turned full cycle when 
he was sent to a Ger- 
man PoW camp where 
this “splendid British 
officer” was popular 
with the  ex-Nazis 


cam- 


Prices have gone up; salaries remain the same. 
Books and other educational equipment are worn 
Many teachers 
are choosing other and better-paid professions. 
new 
In February, 1947, there was a shortage of 3,900. 


teachers. 


Schools in the rural districts, which are often run 


children been sent home. — 
tion of illiterates is growing up. 


by one man, have in many cases closed, and the 
f In such places, a genera- 
In other schools, 


classes of 50-60 children are no exception. 


TODAY 


whose fellow-men had sent millions 
of Jews to their death. My friend, 
of course, has never changed but 
changed circumstances have produced 
different reactions amongst others. 

Having been kept down for so long 
the suddenly emancipated Jew, like a 
released prisoner, is in a hurry to 
catch up with his fellowmen who for 
long centuries have had equal rights 
and enjoyed many privileges. This 
hurry is also due to the persisting 
feeling of uncertainty and the desire 
to gain security and stability. 

In the face of renewed threats of 
persecution more and more Jews have 
turned to Nationalism, a feature they 
hold in common with many of the 
smaller and younger nations of the 
world who have suffered centures of 
suppression and exploitation. No 
need to mention names. Zionism is 
extreme nationalism—a theory long 
abandoned by the politically maturer 
nations of the West—but the last 
straw for a despairing people which 
has lost all faith in promises of free- 
dom and tolerance. 


Millions detest Zionism 

There are still millions of Jews 
who detest Zionism—they are mainly 
to be found amongst those who have 
enjoyed comparative security and 
prosperity and who have been assimi- 
lated, or intend to be so, within the 
countries in which they live. The 
Jewish question is therefore one of 
assimilation. Germany, before Hitler, 
showed the way and another genera- 
tion of the Weimar Republic would 
have led to the solution of the Jewish 
problem in Germany by complete 
assimilation through intermarriage 
and political and religious liberalism. 
Even today that is still the sanest 
way out—not only for the Jews but 
for any other people in a similar 
position. Intermarriage is the surest 
safeguard of future peace. 

I have seen Jews and Arabs live 
and work together like brothers, I 
have seen Jews feed starving Ger- 
mans and Germans shelter destitute 
Jews. That is the ony spirit that 
can solve all man’s present “ unsur- 
mountable” troubles. 

Until we break down all barriers of 
creed, colour and nationality and 
judge people solely by their deeds— 
remembering that circumstances, not 
birth, shape man’s characters—until 
such time all protestations of virtue 
by Christian, Jew or Mohammedan, 
by Englishman, German or Russian, 
will remain nothing but hypocrisy. 


Every year this shortage of teachers increases 
by about 500. Yet 283,802 babies were born in 1946 
(in contrast to a yearly average of 174,910 in the 
years 1936-9). So that in six years’ time over 40 
per cent. more teachers will be required. The 
situation is doubly serious, because it ‘affects chil- 
dren who receive in any case only six years of 
schooling. , 

There is not one branch of welfare-work which 
is not cramped by severe want of funds, and this 
at a time when children born during the war have 
arrears of vital force to make up. The downfall of 
the cultural future of a whole generation of 
working-class children is imminent. . 

And why is all this? Because the Government 
(with a parliamentary majority of Labour and 
Roman Catholic members) has sent 40,000 soldiers 
to the Indies, to fight against the Indonesian Re- 
public and recover our most valuable colony. From 
our beggardly treasury, already looted by the Ger- 
man occupation authorities, 20 per cent. is being 
allocated to the army and navy—five times the 
amount spent on education in the whole country! 
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THE RECOVERY 
OF CONSCIENCE 


UDOLPH HOESS, the com- 
mandant of Auschwitz, 
has defended himself  in- 
dignantly against the charge 
of exterminating four million 
men, women and children. He 
was, he declares, responsible 
for no more than two million 
deaths. 
That defence, when we read it first, 
sounded like some horrible joke. 
Then we recalled a letter in the At- 


lantic Monthly, written by Karl T. 
Comnton and praised by President 


Truman, in which the bombing of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki was de- 
scribed as saving “hundreds of 


thousands of lives, both American and 
Japanese.” If the slaughter of 
200.000 is a lesser crime than that of 
500,000; why should not the exter- 
mination of two millions be looked 
upon as better than that of four? 


We are not likening Truman to 
Hoess—though the latter may well 
have believed that by liquidating the 
“enemies of the people” he was sav- 
ing a multitude of lives. The point of 
the comparison is simply to draw 
attention to the most significant and 
terrible feature of this age—what 
Nicolas Berdyaev calls the “ objecti- 
fication ” of moral values. 


Moral values have their root in the 
individual conscience. 
they are “ objectified ’—that is to 
say. cut off from their root in the 
“subject "—they become a prey to 
intellectual casuistry. Because the 
doing to death of one innocent person 
is felt as an outrage to conscience, 
the doing to death of ten must, so 
the intellect deduces, be at least ten 
times as bad. 

In an age like the present, when a 
premium has been set upon quantita- 
tive judgements by the spectacular 
achievements of science, such argu- 
ments sound particularly plausible. 
Yet there is no truth in them. The 
abstract intellect is simply presum- 
ing and perverting an original verdict 
of conscience. There is no arithmetic 
of ethics; nor is there any algebra. 
Substitute x for “the good,” and 
work out “the greatest good of the 
greatest number”: by the time the 
equation is finished, x will have 
changed its value. The greatest evil 
of the smallest number may well be 
the only result. 

Not long since there were two ex- 
hibitions in London, on opposite sides 
of Oxford St. One was of bombing 
aireraft, the other of concentration 
camp photographs. As we wandered 
around the first, a little drawing 
caught our eye: a skull and cross- 
bones, chalked on his machine by one 
of the bomber-pilots. As we wan- 
dered around the second, trying to 
understand the mentality of the 
Himmlers of this world, all at once 
that same little drawing re-appeared 
—chalked on the wall of a gas- 
chamber! And then we did under- 
stand. 

The Western world has lost touch 

with conscience. It assumes that Jit 
knows the good, but has forgotten 
the source of its knowledge. Hiro- 
shima and Auschwitz are the outward 
and visible signs of that inward and 
spiritual dis-grace: the satanic sacra- 
ments of the modern cult of power. 
In another age they would have been 
known for what they were: like the 
human sacrifice of the Aztecs, a 
devil’s parody on the rites of the 
Christian Church. 
_ The fundamental need of this age 
is not democratic institutions, nor 
world government, nor even the ac- 
ceptance of this or that formula in 
which the reality and supremacy of 
conscience have been defined, but the 
recovery of conscience itself. Now 
more than ever, the true servants of 
mankind are those who consult their 
own hearts: for “the heart has its 
reasons, of which the head knows 
nothing.” 


The moment | 


insects. 


RESURRECTION, 1947 


N Maurice Maeterlinck’s fairy play, ‘“‘ The Blue Bird,” a minor 
classic of my schooldays, there is a scene in a country grave- 
yard where two frightened children are waiting to see the dead 


rise from their graves. 


At midnight the boy, Tyltyl, turns the 


djamond given to them by Light, as a signal for this in- 


stantaneous resurrection. 


The crosses totter, the mounds rise 


up, and from the open tombs a sudden superb radiance turns the 


graveyard into a magic garden. 


Mytyl, the girl, dazzled and 


bewildered, asks her brother: ‘ Where are the dead?” and Tyltyl 


replies: ‘“‘ There are no dead.” 
The traditional message of 
Easter is that of “The Blue 
Bird’; there is no death, be- 
cause death was once swallowed 
up in victory, and can be again 


iso extinguished if we choose. 


Never has there been an Easter 
in which that message more 
urgently needed to become real 
to us, than this of 1947. 

For more than seven years we have 
lived in a world of death—death 
which still seems to prevail over life, 


though the shooting war ended nearly: 


two years ago. Even the background 
of our lives during the recent relent- 
less winter, with its snows, frosts, 
blizzards, gales and floods, has been 
all too grimly appropriate to the 
bleak demands of national] austerity. 
As I write, life seems hardly as yet 
to be stirring in leaves and flowers. 
Beneath the still wintry boughs of 
the trees in Battersea Park a few 
late crocuses have straggled through 
the grass, but the Dutch bulbs so 
gracefully presented to me by a 
teacher from Dordrecht, which made 
my front garden a tiny splendour 
last spring, have all been killed by 
frost or consumed by _half-starved 
Garden and park alike await 
the coming of resurrection. 


Appeal from Dortmund 


But if weather-buffetted Britain 
maintains the appearance of lifeless 
winter, death without hope still pre- 
vails over large parts of the Con- 
tinent of Europe. Into my hands re- 
cently from a stranger came a 
poignant appeal from the women of 
Dortmund against the requisitioning 
of houses, written by their Chief Wel- 
fare Officer, Frau Margarete Hins- 
berg, and addressed to the women of 
Britain “‘so that our people, already 
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desperate after almost two years of 
halting peace, may not fall into even 
deeper despair.” About the same 
time came another appeal, from a 
British officer’s wife in Berlin who 
has started to organise supplies to 
relieve the suffering of the very 
young and the very old, who are least 
to blame for the fate that has be- 
fallen them, 

“ All around,” she wrote, “ they 
are starving and suffering from ter- 
rible diseases. I have seen terrible 
things here.” With her letter this 
exceptional BAOR wife enclosed nine 
clippings from the Berlin Tagelsnie- 
gel covering various dates in Febru- 
ary and March. They gave the names 
and numbers of those found starved 
or frozen to death in their travesties 
of homes by the Berlin police. 


Past miseries 


We have to go back three centuries, 
to the concluding year of the Thirty 
Years’ War—when, says James Har- 
vey Robinson in “The History of 
Western Europe,” ‘‘ the accounts of 
the misery and depopulation of Ger- 
many are well-night incredible”; 
when thousands of villages were 
wiped out altogether and the once 
flourishing city of Augsburg was left 
with only 16,000 out of 80,000 in- 
habitants—to find chaos and dis- 
possession comparable to this. How 
can the German people, who once 
celebrated Easter with so much more 
fervour than ourselves, even pretend 
to believe that Christ is risen until 
the leading statesmen now jin con- 
ference in Moscow permit Germany 
to rise again? 

Beneath and behind national 
international disaster 


and 
lies our own 


MAN’S WHOLE NEED 


MY reaction to Harold Goodwin’s 
article (PN, March 7) was not 
to reach for a halo. Generally speak- 
ing the farm-worker (I am one) has 
a job which entails more work than is 
good for the health and harmony of 
body, mind and spirit. Under these 
conditions, therefore. no conscious 
man can claim virtue in doing it. 
From Mr. Goodwin's case, one 
would suppose that the possession of 
appreciable leisure in which to exer- 
cise one’s intellect is highly immoral. 
Can this be reconciled with the 
statement, the authority of which 
few will question, that “Man does 
not live by bread alone.” 


“Gentlemen of sensibility ” 


To avoid misunderstanding, let me 
make it clear that I hold no brief for 
those “ gentlemen of sensibility,” now 
quite rare, who are enabled to pursue 
their elegant and refined pleasures, 
by the sweat of those often regarded 
ag their intellectual, ssthetic and 
spiritua] inferiors. In the long run 
the former’s culture will be a sterile, 
lifeless thing anyway, basically ex- 
tractive, rather than creative. 

So many progressives fail lament- 
ably in their analyses of social pro- 
blems, because they take account 
primarily of what they imagine is re- 
quired by society as a whole, before 
considering the whole needs of each 
individual. Let us cease dogmatiz- 
ing on what man_should or should not 
do—to be consistent I must warn 
readers against being too easily 
swayed by my personal conviction in 
the matter. 

The problem is basically psycho- 
logical, but in this respect goes far 
beyond any of the current theories or 
schools of thought. One can but 
analyse carefully, before speculating 
tentatively, not fearing any charge 
of pretension from the over-academic. 

If man first investigates the nature 
of his own complete need, and then 
seeks to satisfy it, many would attri- 


bute to him aq discreditable egotism. 
My contrary view is that he is more 
likely to acquire a humility which 
would deter him from proselytizing 
and eventually trying to compel 
others to do what he thinks is good 
for them. The actual consequence 
of man’s seeking to satisfy his own 
complete need would not paradoxically 
enough, result in the disintegration 
of his personality through self-indul- 
gence. The tendency in such a per- 
sonality would be for the facets 
pertaining to social service (using 
the term in its broadest sense) and 
self-fulfilment to be given the fullest 
play, causing Ahem both to dissociate 
and merge in fine free organic 
rhythm. 

Without further elaboration this 
thesis is hardly coherent, but it 
suffices to pre-suppose the need for 
man to seek two essential attributes 
of life—bread and leisure. Ample 
leisure is required for naking art or 
love, playing tennis or with the child- 
ren—for man’s creative and re- 
creative pursuits. 


Capitalists and psychology 


Herein is exposed my main differ- 
ence with Mr. Goodwin. The Jatter’s 
case may be sound in relation to 
economic facts, but has little validity 
in the more potent field of psy- 
chology. . . He is thus, in a different 
way, committing one of the grave 
errors of the Marxists. It is interest- 
ing to note that the capitalists, rather 
than ignoring psychology, tends to 
set up as the supreme incentive that 
which springs from the lower part of 
man’s nature. 

To re-capitulate, man can exist 
physically on bread, but he cannot live 
corbletely without leisure, and to 
the extent that he cannot live com- 
pletely he will tend to live destruc- 


tively. 
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need of resurrection as sociai beings, 
and of the recovery of behaviour- 
patterns which we once _ proudly 
cherished as typical of an enlightened 
population and a progressive com- 
munity. The chief shock given to 
me during a visit to Sweden in 1945 
came from the realisation, by con- 
trast with Swedish kindness and 
courtesy, of the extent to which 
British manners have deteriorated 
during the past half-decade. In 
hotels, restaurants and shops, a dis- 
obliging curtness, with rare excep- 
tions, is now taken for granted. It 
has even seeped into family life, 
where alone its reversal can effectively 
begin. 

The other day I was riding down 
Sloane Street in a No. 19 bus, when 
at the half-way Request Stop it was 
hailed by a lame, aged man. As he 
hobbled painfully on his stick while 
the bus driver started impatiently to 
move, the conductor shouted:. ‘ Come 
along now ... hurry un! Can’t vou 
see we're waiting!” But this time 
protests arose from the passengers. 
“Oh, don't start!” “ Please wait for 
him!" “Can’t you see he’s lame!” 
Seated safely at last, the white-haired 
crippie addressed the conductor with 
the unresentful patience of much- 
harried invalids. “Just you wait, 
young man, till you’re as old as I 
am!” As we raced down the King’s 
Road. Chelsea, a fierce argument was 
waged between the conductor protest- 
ing his obligation to maintain a 
schedule, and several passengers de- 
ploring the ruthless indifference to 
illness and age. When I slighted at 
Chelsea Town Hall I made my one 
contribution, hoping that the gener- 
alisation which did not specially 
criticise him might remain in the con- 
ductor’s mind. 

“Once,” I said, “this country had 
a high reputation for its treatment 
of invalids and the old. We seem to 
have lost it since the War.” 


The aftermath of war 


But the demoralisation of cur 
manners is but the external symptom 
of our profound sickness of soul. A 
sense of deep discouragement, a per- 
vasive sceptical defeatism, is not 
perhaps surprising after eight vears 
of war and its aftermath, concluding 
amid acute physical fatigue and dis- 
comfort in the temporary ruin of 
agriculture and industry. Yet it is 
only here, in the blighted field of our 
own personalities, that we are not 
powerless, and must be effective. Few 
of us can contribute much towards 
the_ resurrection of Europe or even 
of Britain; still less can we influence 
the weather or undo its dire effects 
upon our national economy. But we 
can, if we choose, conquer our 
fatigue, and the pessimism and de- 
featism which are its source, for that 
is a matter of the individual and of 
a determined faith in the future. 
“Longumque illud tempus quum non 
ero, magis me movet quam hoc 
exigum,” wrote Cicero to Atticus 
twenty centuries ago. “I eare more 
for that long age in which I shall 
not be, than for my small share of 
time.” 


Need for self-conquest 


Like the Bourbons who followed 
the Napoleonic era, we shall have 
learned nothing and remembered only 
the wrong things if we do not realise 
that the death which is all around 
us can be extinguished in victory 
only by means of our conquest of our- 
selves. Weare tired, of course, and 
harassed—but so much less tired and 
harassed than manv others, our suf- 
fering fellows in Europe and Asia. 
This early Easter, coming on the 
heels of bleak prolonged winter, is 
a reminder that, however belatedly, 
the spring will come. It will be upon 
up as suddenly but surely as a silver- 
painted beeeh-branch, standing since 
Christmas in a vase on my stairease, 
has burst forth into young leaves 
like pale green flames. 

Our own country, despite American 
assumptions, will recov2r as it has 
recovered so often from catastrophes 
which other nations thought final. 
Even Germany will rise again, just 
as she rose to new triumphs of cul- 
ture and achievement afte- the iong 
right of the Thirty Years War. Bu. 
the coming of this resurrection 
morning, and a swift end io the early 
stages of agonising rebirth, depend 
upon victory over the impulse t»- 
wards death in ourselves, where all 
things begin. 
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The nucleus of 


World Government — 


EUROPE 


OR 


THE 


COMMONWEALTH? 


HE strategic objective of all peace builders should be to 
T establish a nucleus international government that will live 


and grow. 


This involves the creation of a new nation; a nation 


of nations instead of a League of Nations. 


A continuous series of near- 
miracles is required if a cove- 
nant between sovereign states 
(e.g., UNO) is to function. But 
it is far less difficult to make a 
popular constitution work. 
Nevertheless, it is not enough 


to bring an international gov- 
ernment into being; it must 
also be made to operate. Fur- 


thermore, the constitution will 
not be established at all unless 
the prospective constituent 
peoples believe it can be made 
to succeed; this presupposes a 
high degree of mutual trust. 


Vital questions 


Would the peoples of Europe trust 
each other to operate an international 
constitution, when many of them 
have not yet learned to wield a 
national one? 

Would, for instance, a maritime 
nation surrender sovereignty over its 
navy to an international authority 
derived from an.electorate of which 
a majority have never seen the sea? 

Will a nation, at present respon- 
sible for the defence of a quarter of 
mankind seattered over the face of 
the earth, surrender its arms to a 
cosmopolitan body on which its own 


sister nations were not represented? | 


Can the people of this island afford 
to cast British foreign policy—such 
as it is!—upon the troubled waters 
of clashing antipathies and hatreds, 
the linguistic whirlpools of Europe? 

A more practical course would 
appear to be to build world unity on 
the unity which already exists. If, 
for instance, the member nations of 
the British Commonwealth were to 
discuss among themselves the estab- 
lishment of a Commonwealth Parlia- 
ment for Commonwealth defence, our 
friends in Western Europe could be 
invited to join in at the outset, since 
their defenee problems are inextric- 
ably involved with our own. (In- 
eidentally, their voting power would 
serve to redress the balance between 
the United Kingdom and the various 
Dominions. In a community where 
all are minorities, minority rights 
are better respected). 


New members 


Such a nucleus would have “ in- 
duction points’? all over the world for 
the recruitment of new members. It 
would have friendly “ bridgeheads ” 
on the Continent of Europe. Canada 
and Australia would be links in its 
haison with the USA. Once the 
United States joined in, the whole of 
the rest of Europe could be expected 
to come in without fear of German 
preponderance, and it could then ex- 
tend a genuine welcome to Russia if 
she was yet prepared to participate. 

A common argument in favour of 
a European federation as a step to- 
wards world government is that “all 
the other wars have started there.” 
Even if we accept this premise, we 
need not accept the implication that 
the next war—if any—will start in 
Europe. Besides, if we always ap- 
plied the remedy where the pain was 
the Faculty of Medicine would be in 
sorry disgrace today. 

The ideal is, of course, a democratic 
federation open to any country any- 
where in the world, but our first step 
towards this would surely be to try 
to thrash out a common British Com- 
monwealth policy on the question. 
Otherwise, if the Government of Great 


| RENOUNCE WAR ANO!I WILL NEVER 


SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER 


This pledge. signed by each member, is 
the basis of the Peace Pledge Unison. Send 
YOUR pledge to 


P.P.U. HEADQUARTERS 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh St.,, WC1 


ee 


by 
HAROLD BIDMEAD 


Britain and Northern Ireland takes 
the initiative it wil] be apt to give 
the impression that we are prepared 
to sacrifice the Dominions for foreign 
ties. 

Some enthusiasts are, it is true, 
apt to give the impression that the 
British Empire has a greater respon- 
sibility to uphold world peace (and 
a greater responsibility for the two 
failures) than have other Powers. 
Such zeal, if exeessive, errs on the 
right side. If we all strove to accom- 
plish more good than our neighbours 
the world would be a better place. 

The British Government is pledged 


—___ EAS 


O runs the Russian carol, 
“3 and eggs used to roll like 
that when I was a boy, from 
the freshly laid duck eggs at a 
penny each to the Egyptian at 
forty for a bob. It didn’t 
matter how poor you were, 
every child who came to the 
house on Easter Saturday got 
an egg, and you may be sure 
that we children called on all 


our friends. Chickens and 
lambs, and Risen Lords: it was 
all of a piece. Lent had sung 


its way out with chilly litanies, 
and the glorious Easter Anthem 
of the resurrection rang its 
hallelujahs out. 


K,\VERYBODY wants to be happy 
in the mass today. We no 
sooner get a real warm glow going 
in ourselves than we compel our 
thoughts and warmth towards the 
miseries of the world which will not 
let us rest, and bang goes our own 
little contribution of flame. We 
have explained love to ourselves so 
much that we are incapable of mak- 
ing the first expression of it, either 
the first demand or the first response. 
It is enough to see a glad person, 
for us to inflict our misery upon that 
person. The body of our aspirations 
lies hidden in the tomb, and there is 
no one to rol] the stone away. We 
inhabit a world of crucifixions and 
nails: the very thorns no longer sit 
on our heads like a crown, but are 
hedged about our feet. 

In place of palms we have chains 
about our feet. It’s no life for a 
man, and death to the women, while 
the children only get the little bit of 
their own heaven when free of the 
incubus of parents and elders. We 
see to it that it isn’t often. Each of 
us has killed the thing he loves, and 
the nemesis of being unlovable and 
unloved is our heritage. How end 
it? 


WE have to bring back into life, 

into every moment of life and 
every gesture of life, a sense of holi- 
ness. It’s no use pretending we can 
go on being matter of fact about life. 
Life is not matter of fact, nor ordin- 
ary, nor common place. But it is 
golden, and burns with a rare flame, 
illuminating all around, lightening 
the darkness. This thing we have 
which lays bare the final deathliness 
of the times is not life, but the 
searchlight of darkness. 

Look critically at the noblest act, 
and you can whittle it down to some- 
thing contemptible. But have a 
little fire in yourself, and you can see 
the beauty behind the simplest act, 
and sense the mystery of the meanest 


to help maintain world peace, but is 
inadequately organised for the pur- 
pose. The 130 million people in USA 
speak with one voice to the world, as 
do the 170 millions in the USSR. 
The 80 millions in the self-governing 
territories of the British Common- 
wealth speak’ with six dissonant 
voices, or sometimes with a UK voice 
and several dutiful echoes. Dut to 
our lack of organic unity we have 
been inadequately equipped to aid in 
the prevention of two wars which our 
apparent disunity had invited. 
Instead of preaching to Europe, 
we should put out own house in order, 
the better to fit ourselves to urge 
reforms on our European friends. 
Britain’s most signa] contribution to 
world order would be to embrace the 
principle of federalism that already 
unites the States of America and 
binds together the Republics of 
Soviet Russia. Let us consign to the 
limbo where it belongs the perverted 
principle of “a league of sovereign 
governments ” that has twice in this 
century deluged the world in blood. 
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| THEY NEED 
_ FOOD PARCELS 


"INHE Peace Pledge Union has 

a list of needy families of 
German Prisoners of War and 
can supply an address to those 


; 
} 
| 
wishing to send an_ individual 
parcel to Germany through the 


postal service. It has addresses 
in the British, U.S. and French 
zones; al] these families have 
children and details of their age 
and sex can be given in some 
cases if desired. It can also 
supply: 

(1) the addresses of a pacifist 
in Germany; 

(2) the address of an _ ex- 
detainee at a concentration 
camp in Austria; or 

(3) of an Austrian child suffer- 
ing from serious malnutri- 
tion. 

When you receive an acknow- 
ledgment of your parcels jt would 
help us in our work if you would 
let us know. 

We are cancerned too about 
the elderly people gn our lists 
and would like to make a special 
appeal on their behalf. 
send you an address? 

Applications sheuld be made to 
6 Endsleigh 
W.C.1. 


May we 


Street, London, 


TER EGGS — 


Kaster Eggs, Easter Eggs, 
Give to him that begs, 
For Christ the Lord is arisen 


soul. But, you might say, we must 
be realist, and accept the reality. 
Which is the reality, the fact that 
peaple do not love, or that I do not 
love? Does the reality of Jesus lie 
in the fact of His crucifixion, and the 
death we know was His portion, or 
does His reality reveal itself in His 
resurrection? Does the holiness and 
mystery of life appear in the corpse 
or in the palpable flesh and blood? 


MPHE reality of our late winter was 
in the frost and snow, but also 
in the snowdrops which appeared 
almost by magic as the last flake was 
taken from the earth. The iron- 
bound earth was real enough, but so 
were the fresh leaves of the clover 
and trefoil on the new leys. Tce 
went deep into the very trunks of the 
trees in our wood, but the first day 
of fresh spring showed the sharp 
thrust of the wood hyacinths. 

Reality is always on the side of 
life. Death is implicit in life, and 
life-is also implicit’ in death, but the 
reality is that which ventures forth 
and manifests itself. 

Living involves us in the minor 
key, as well as the major, but. there 
is no excuse for forgetting the tune, 
or stopping in the middle of the song. 


FASTER is the magical time of the 
year, when we emerge from the 
winter of our discontent with the 
courage of life and the promise of 
spring. The least we can do is im- 
part a bit of it to the four winds of 
heaven, so that it goes round. For 
every bit we send out, we receive a 
millionfold. Every little glory we 
experience, is shared out, then 
gathered together again and_ re- 
turned, hallowed by the touch of the 
Living Lord. 
The task of the Church used to be 
preparation for death, but the task 


Ten Years Ago 
From Peace News, April 3, 1937. 


Was it significant that April 1 was 
the zero hour for a final reply from 
Japan as to whether she would be 
willing to agree to a limitation of 
naval guns to 14 inches? The 
pathetic spectacle of a world 
desperately basing its hopes of peace 
on the gracious willingness of one 
country to kill people with only 14- 
inch guns, instead of 16-inch cer- 
tainly suggests something appropriate 
about the date, 


of the new church, the new com- 
munity, is preparation for life and 
living. It’s no use looking to the old 
leaven: communities were always as- 
sumed to be the leaven to leaven the 
lump. But it was only a piece of the 
sad old dough we added, and not the 


by 
JOE WATSON 


yeast of the new. No. That past is 
fone, and we have to look to the 
future, and the future demands of us 
that we come to it new, having shed 
our cares and dullnesses. 

If we could sally forth on Easter 
Day, leaving the car in the garage 
and the cheque book at the bank but 
with a touch of the Holy Ghost in our 
hearts. what wonders might not be 
wrought on the earth? Let us paddle 
in streams and sit at the feet of the 
great trees, and soak in all the simple 
mystery of being, and let the joy of 
it be carried into the every day of 
the future. Refuse to stand in 
queues, sacrifice that link of sausage 
or the lines of James Mason, and quit 
us like men and women, with the 
Risen Lord in our hearts and the 
beauty of peace in our feet. 

The world is a lovely place, and the 
people in it have a fair share of 
beauty. Give it a chance this Easter 
by ensuring that at least we will give 
our quota. 

It’s what we do in wur own little 
corner that is so important. Get 
something going, however small, 
which will help to break the crust of 
stupidity and deathliness, and it won't 
be long before we shall come te 
flower. 

Christ our passover is sacrificed for 


us, 
Therefore let us keep the feast. 


HOUSMAN’S 


THIS WAY TO THE 
TOMB 


Ronald Duncan 6s. Od. 
if ESSAYS: ERIC GILL _ 8s. 6d. 


COMRADE O COMRADE 
Ethel Mannin 9s. 6d. 


THE CONDEMNED 
PLAYGROUND 


Cyril Connolly 10s. 6d. 
124; SHAFTESBURY AVENUE, W.1!. 
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Reader’s Page 


The function of criticism 


WISH that readers would 

understand the nature and 
function of drama criticism, 
then we should not get petulant 
letters such as Frank Dawtry wrote 
about “Now Barabbas” and with 
which he did far more damage to the 
play (and incidentally himself) than 
I did. To suggest that I was more 
against the play than for it is an in- 
justice which can easily be corrected 
by reading my notice, but evidently 
pay 100% approval would satisfy 


“Must a play have a purpose,” ? 
he thunders, but weakens the thunder 
by going on to state his version of this 
play’s purposes. None of the writers 
on “Now Barabbas” has done Mr. 
Home the insult to suggest his play 
has no purpose. That they have 
differed on what the purpose is, 
merely gives point to my contention. 

I disliked the title, FD says, some 
thotight it a brilliant inspiration. So 
what? If it means anything — the 
only oher writers who, so far as I 
know, specifically dealt with the title, 
both expressed disapproval. 

No, I did not object to the intro- 
duction of the condemned cell — it 
served the play's purpose. I objected 
to technical errors which served no 
purpose. FD says the visit scene and 
the fight actually took place. This 
does not catch me out, but only shows 
FD to share the common delusion that 
a thing is true because it happened. 
But really he can’t have tit both ways! 
The condemned cell, factually wrong, 
stays because artistically right; the 
visit scene, artistically wrong, must 
stay because factually right. 

Finally, FD disposes not only of 
me, but of all drama criticism and 
commentary. Go and see the play, he 
says, for what tit is (ie.. for what 
FD thinks it is) not for what RP 
thinks itis. All right. Then go and 
see Hamlet “for what it is,” if you 


know, 
ROGER PAGE. 


Critical of critics 


M AY I say how much I agree with 
™ Frank Dawtry regarding Roger 
Page’s icriticism of “Now Barab- 
bas...” 7? The play has been almost 
universally praised by experienced 
and responsible cnitics, only to be 
pulled to pieces on the  flimsiest 
grounds by Roger Page, from whom 
one might have expected more under- 
standing. 

This is not the first time that a 
fine work of art by one of our num- 
ber has been subjected to petty criti- 
cism by a fellow pacifist. I wander 
why? . 

I hope, Sir, that in future you will 
give our amateur reviewers ag little 
scope as possible. 

STANLEY G. BURDEN. 


1 Ambleside Drive, 
Headington, Oxford. 


More retribution 


J THINK that the Rev. Dale has 

"been reading Oregen rather than 
the New Testament on the subject of 
Divine Punishment, but I do not 
wish to cavil at an article the only 
real defect of which iis that it ought 
to have been stronger. 

The cruelty of the Labour Govern- 
ment: Trying men for their lives over 
a period of months and then hanging 
them unscientifically so that they 
should die slowly. The Labour 
Ministers go straight into the same 
class with the Nazi hierarchs. And 
then Denazification. The spreading 
of death and of misery and of hatred, 
An end has got to be called to that. 

ft is up to people with humanity, 
by agitating and protesting, to divert 
the Government from its course. per- 
haps even to end the Government. 

The situation is dangerous. Christi- 
an values form a tight system. Over- 
turn them on one important point, 
and you will find that you have over- 
turned them on all important points, 
and the Devil will enter into his own. 

Incidentally, would anyone in 1939 
have believed it possible that any- 
thing like the 1947 treatment of Ger- 
many could occur, England being 


England ? 
TERENCE GREENIDGE. 


58 Denbigh Street, S.W.1. 


Descent to the Atom 
PAcirIsts have always main- 
tained that the natures of war 
and man, when they come into close 
contact, do not permit wars fought for 
idealistic reasons and aims to end 
that way, for the moral sense becomes 
blunted and dead. The end (perhaps 
democracy) is lost sight of and the 
means (victory) becomes an end in 
itself, justifying any act necessary to 
achieve it: even, as in the late war, 
adopting some of the “othersides” 
methods and ideology. * One is re- 
minded of this by your quotation from 
Bomber Harris’s book in last week’s 
excellent editorial and on the occa- 
sion when, in June 1944, Mr. 
Churchill took the knobs off war by 
declaring: ‘this can no longer be 
called an ideological war.” Just so! 
According to the report to President 
Truman by the United States Strate- 
gic Bombing Survey on “The Effects 
of the Atom Bombings of Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki,” these cities “were 
chosen as targets because of their 
concentration of activities and popu- 
lation.” This certainly bears you out. 

KEITH C. TREACHER. 


35 Silverdale Road, 
Hove, 4, Sussex. 


The Anatomy of Peace 


HOWARD WHITTEN’S | review 

of “The Anatomy of Peace” in 
your issue of Mar. 14 jis a_ typical 
example of that distressing superior- 
ity which, being sterile itself, does so 
much to hinder pacifists who desire 
to work with all whi are sincerely 
seeking freedom from war. 

His misconception of the nature of 
the federation Emery Reves desires 
is equalled only by his misconception 
of the socialism of “starry-eyed” 
Marx. He admits that the argument 
that wars are caused by the co- 
existence of sovereign states is un- 
exceptionable. How then can it be 
an “over-simplification” that the 
nation-state is the “villain ?” He 
takes Reves to task for not address- 
ing himself to world law satisfactory 
to Russia, on the grounds that a 
federation which did not include 
Russia would be represented as an 
anti-Sovjet bloc. With Gromyko alone 
objecting to the Baruch plan for 
ADA., what else in reality is the Se- 
curity Council but an anti-Soviet 
bloc? Would, then, H.W. seriously 
contend that war would be nearer 
than jit is, that the adjustment cf 
differences would be more difficult 
than it is, if all the member states 
of UNO bar Russia, were federated 
within a common constitution as the 
counties of Britain are federated 
within our constitution? Or does he 

2 


German Anti-Nazism —— 


FROM a young PoW— 


I read with interest your article on 
Dr. Gisevius’s book “Bigs Zum Bit- 
tern Ende” (Mar. 14). But I can- 
not agree with the opinion about the 
“real German opposition against 
Nazism, . . This opposition came not 
from the former left-wing intellec- 
tuals nor from the German working 
class people, but inside the German 
General Staff...” That isn’t true. 

Hitler said the men of July 20, 1944 
were a “traitorous and criminal 
clique of generals only.” But that 
was throwing dust into people’s eyes, 
for he was tearing that the attempt 
would be the signal for a revolution 
all over Germany. He knew of the 
existence of a big German working 
class underground movement within 
the Antifa (anti-fascist organisa- 
tion); he knew the German Trade 
Unionists (not Nazi Labour Front), 
Social Democrats, Democrats, ete., 
were working with the Antifa. 
Therefore Hitler, alarmed by an in- 
former, sent to the concentration 
camps all the top-men of the Antifa 
he could get before July 20, 1944. 

Among these top-men were the 
Social Democrats Dr. Julius Leber 
(arrested July 5, 1944), Hermann 
Maass, Dr. Theodor Haubach, Gustay 
Dahrendorf, ete. Dr. Leber was 
murdered on Jan. 5, 1945 by the 
Nazis, and Mr. Dahrendorf wrote 
about him: “... He (Dr. Leber) was 
the motor-like power of that attempt 
at sedition leading to July 20.1944... 
He told us, that the alliance with the 
militarists had only one aim—the 
liquidation of Hitler-Fascism and 


think peace is made more secure by 
our wholesale creation of more 
sovereignties, as in Indonesia, India, 
Malaya, Egypt, perhaps Palestine? 


In any case, what is the point of 
pacifists decrying federalism? It 1s 
an undeniable pacifist political 
approach to peace, and it asks us as 
individuals no compromise which we 
do not make as nationals. World 
federation is, alas, remote indeed. 
Even first steps towards it may be 
after all but a dream for the starry- 
eyed. But pacifists perhaps more 
than others had better remain siarry- 
eyed in matters of faith, rather than 
become cockeyed in matiers of fact. 

B. W. SIDWELL. 


114 Regent St., 
Nelson, Lancs. 


Poets and Pundits 


qT is to be hoped that Mr. Savage’s 

rather unsympathetic review of 
Hugh Fausset’s Poets and Pundits 
does not frighten off any potential 
readers of the book. Mr. Savage is 
less impressed with the author’s 
proneness to refer his judgments “to 
basic principles which are indubitably 
valid” than he is worried by a cer- 
tain laxity or perfunctoriness of 
superficial perceptions that he has de- 
tected; but many readers will find 
that these lightly dismissed terms of 
reference, which are applied to all the 
subjects of Mr. Fausset’s reviews, do 
an fact tend to shed a new and reveal- 
ing light on the work of the many 
authors with whom the book deals, 
and that it is just because the writer 
is thus prone to relate all achieve- 
ment, whether in art or life, to cer- 
tain eternal venities that the quality 
of the writing is so rich and illumin- 
ating. 

The author’s faith, so far from ex- 
isting “in a state of suspended 
animation” (Mr. Savage’s words), 
will appear to many readers as a 
diving, virile principle from which 
springs that quality of imaginative 
insight that makes Mr. Fausset’s 
work as a reviewer so outstanding. 
And if, as Mr. Savage seems to 
think, there is not an adequate sense 
of conflict in the book, may it not be 
because Mr. Fausset has largely re- 
solved his own inner conflict in the 
discovery of a deep underlying pur- 
pose im life? 

Many of us, like Tolstoy, believe 
that faith alone can save humanity, 
and, if this be true, then here is a 
book that, if only because it takes its 
stand so firmly on the need for a more 
fundamental approach to life, should 
commend itself to every true seeker 


after peace. 
ERIC KNIGHT. 


Hitler-War. Nothing more! .. .” | 
Here are some other examples: 
Himmler said even before the war: 

“We have to deal not merely with 
the Army on land, the Navy at sea, 
and the Luftwaffe in the air; we shall 
have a fourth battlefield to look after 
—Inner Germany!” And the facts? 
In Berlin alone 1,400 persons went 
the road of suffering to the concen- 
tration camps between Sept. 3 and 
Dec. 31, 1939. After the Italian 
revolt (Sept. 8, 1943) 
swelled more and more. When Mus- 
solinj fell, German and__ Italian 
workers at the big Siemens-Schuckert 
plant in Berlin sang the Inter- 
nationale (German Socialist Hymn) 
together and downed tools. 

Then, I recall our student-heroes, 
Sophie and Hans Scholl, K. Huber, 
H. K. Leipelt, Ch. Probst, A. Sch- 
morell and Willi Graf. These 
students tried to shake off the yoke 
of dictatorship (Feb. 16- 1943) and 
were murdered for it by the Nazis. 
Behini them stood most of the 
students of Germany. . 

Last but not least. the “ Edelweiss- 
Pirates,” a big German underground 
vouth movement. was fighting against 
the Hitler-Youth. Boys and girls of 
all classes joined this movement and 
frustrated the militarist and : 


the, camps 


exercises. And many of them went 
in prison or were killed during the 
struggle for freedom and humanity. 
So, these men and women were the 
bearers of the underground-opposition 
against Hitler-Nazism, not only some 
of the generals. 


WOLF HEYN. 


Money and imports 
TINHERE are one or two points of 
some importance which are per- 
haps overlooked by Mr. Harold 
Goodwin in his article Challenge to 
Pacifists. Although it is quite possi- 
ble that some people in countries 
which have been supplying us with 
goods will feel, or will be incited to 
feel, bitter and angry if we cannot 
send an equal value of goods iin re- 
turn, the governments of those coun- 
tries are likely to find themselves tn 
the position of being obliged to send 
us “goods for nothing,” not out of 
kindness, but because they cling to 
a defective financial system, and the 
out-of-date notion that employment 
alone entitles the average person to 
receive an income. 

In such countries there is a great 
deal of investment for the extension 
of industry. Money first distributed 
by industry in the form of wages, 
salaries or profits, if later used for 
the extension of industry creates a 
shortage of consumer  purchasing- 
power and threatens bad trade and 
unemployment. 

You cannot buy an _ increased 
amount of goods with a fixed amount 
of money without getting involved in 
serious difficulties, and the only 
method of escape which financial or- 
thodoxy allows js a creation of new 
money by bank loan either for public 
works, or the making of armaments 
and munitions, or for the production 
of exports which bring back no equi- 
valent value in imports, in other 
words “goods for nothing.” 

A falling-off in imports, especially 
in imported raw materials, would add 
to, and not detract from, the reason- 
ableness of a scheme for shorter 
working hours. It might be that the 
leisure so created would not be very 
richly endowed, but jt would be leisure 
none the less, and, in spite of hard- 
ships and handicaps leisure not wholly 
incapable of being turned to profit- 
able and constructive use. 

No country can reasonably re- 
fuse to send us anything more except 
against hard cash. Goods cross 
frontiers but money does not, 
and English “hard cash” is of no use 
to foreigners who have their own 
money. Even “dollars” more often 
than not mean a claim on American 
goods, and not, in the literal sense, 
American money. 

BEDFORD. 


Crowholt, Woburn, 
Bletchley, Bucks. 


For a real peace drive 
FL VERYWHERE the peoples cry out 
out for the bread of Peace, and 
on every hand their rulers offer them 
nothing but the bitter stones of war, 
and the rumours of war. Although 
it is said that another war will des- 
troy what remains of civilisation, 
mankind listens to this terrible pre- 
diction listlessly, uncaring, as a man 
sentenced to death hears the judge’s 
fatal words, dazed . unmoved. 

Would it not be possible for all 
the peace-lovers on earth to con- 
front each government with the 
simple query: 

“Will you abolish armaments for the 
next twenty years, providing other 
governments do the same?” 

It is unthinkable that any govern- 
ment dare say anything but yes to 
this simple query. That being the 
case by using the device which has 
hitherto been employed against the 
peoples—i.e., divide to rule—a_ real 
peace drive ...a dynamic dramatic 
drive for enduring peace may be 
made... even now. 

But tits essential is simplicity. 

Who will lead the way now? 

Letters welcomed. 

D. JACKSON, 


C/o., National Bank, Dublin. 


Art in the Sanatorium 


po those who found the article 

“ Painting their way to health” 
(PN Mar 14) of interest I can recom- 
mend Adrian Hill’s fairly recently 
published “Art versus Illness.” He 
describes the experiences of the au- 
thor and others, when introducing art 


to a number of sanatoria. 
STANLEY H. ELLISDON. 
161 Redbridge Lane, 
Ilford, Essex. 


We apologise to our readers for two mis- 
prints in Richard Lee’s letter and the editor's 
reply, in last week’s PN., which made non- 
senre of the argument on both aides. For 
“apathy” in line 42 of the letter, read 
““nathway ”: fer “ firet’’ in the editor's reply, 
read “ final.” 
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NEW | 


OST-WAR Italy is already famous for its satirical press. 
Judging by the number and variety of newspapers and 
periodicals en sale here, there is no shortage of paper, and most 


of it seems to be covered with satire. 


Sometimes this is good- 


humoured, often it is acidly derisive, and occasionally it descends 


to real “ Billingsgate ” sarcasm. 

In a country where Parliament is 
constantly occupied with accusations 
of graft, embezzlement and treason 
—charged in suitable invective by 
members of that august body against 
other members—it is small wonder 
that ridicule is brought to a fine art 
by writers and cartoonists. And not 
merely “art for art’s sake,” for this 
satire has great political value—it is 
vote-catching. 

L'Uomo Qualunque, the powerful 
middle-class movement now reckoned 
to have 5,000,000 members and likely 
to be the right wing of the next 
coalition government, was founded 
upon a genius for satire—both its 
name and its emblem were originally 
invented as “ jokes.” 

A Roman newsvendor’s kiosk looks 
to me like a gallery of mocking jest— 
everything offers a target for a jibe, 
nothing is sacred, and least of all 
Holy Mother Church. Papers like 
Don Basilio have vented such vitriolic 
raillery that their editors have been 
excommunicated! 

How wide-spread and representa- 
tive is this satirical mood of Italian 
journalism, and has the present wave 
of vicious anti-clericalism any deeper 
social significance than the spleen of 
a few “black-beetle ’-hating propa- 
gandists ? 

Well, first of all it is clear that the 
Italian people are tired of playing 
politics. They are no longer im- 
pressed by the wind-bagging rhetoric 


KENSINGTON TOWN HALL 

| Kensington High St., W. 
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Pianoforte Recital 


WILFRED WORDON 


the internationally famed English 
composer-pianist 


in aid of 
PRISONERS OF WAR | 
ASSISTANCE COMMITTEE | 


(working exclusively for PaWe, 
PoWs and their distressed families).! 


Tickets: Reserved, 6s. 6d., 5s.,! 

3s. 6d.,, Unreserved, 2s. 6d., from; 

Lady Clare Annesley, 5 Ends- 

leigh Place, W.C.1, and Mary B.! 

| Foss, Hon. Gen. Sec., Shalden,' 
Alton, Hants. 


(Long waiting list of PoWs and ex-; 
PoW's families in Germany, Austria and 
Italy needing parcels and help. Will 
you adopt one? Parce] labels provided 

free of charge). 1 


by 
FREDRICK LOHR 


of politicians, and are weary of lis- 
tening to the interminable promises 
of economic reforms that never 
materialise. They are sick of filling 
in forms for non-existent rations. 
Rackets, black-markets, nest feather- 
ing, and the blatant luxury of a 
conscience-less nouveau riche are no 
longer looked upon as wicked im- 
moralities to be heatedly discussed 
and righteously condemned; they are 
now economic facts to be prosaically 
accepted, or at any rate to be 
endured. 

Most of all, they are tired of this 
new-found freedom which permits 
some to shout off their heads in Par- 
liament and others to scribble their 
pious platitudes in ‘public, without 
either making a scrap of difference to 
the concrete situation. Politics, aftey 


the liberation, was an_ exciting 
novelty—people plunged into them 
with the enthusiasm of a reborn 


idealism—but, except for those who 
got good jobs out of it, they dis- 
covered that democracy is a poor 
substitute for bread and work! 


The mood of the people 


The satirical papers do reflect a 
general mood of the people. It is, 
on the whole, a rather bitter but still 
humourous mood, an attitude that is 
almost resigned to shrug the 
shoulders—to let it go at that. 
Almost, but not quite. The economic 
prospect is too threatening to evade 
with a shrug, and a lifted eyebrow 
hardly stems the undercurrent of 
anger which one senses is always 
there—anger at the flaunting rotten- 
ness of society. But it is an im- 
potent anger, that acknowledges its 
weakness jin biting self-ridicule, for 
it is difficult to imagine the par- 
ochially minded Italians ever doing 
anything very drastic about their 
national condition. 

Despite all his gallant oratory 
about sacred Italy, the Italian is not 
really nation-conscious—he remains 
the supreme individualist, bound only 
by family and local loyalties. And 
anyway, the heat of summer will 
soon be here. If one remonstrates 
that this is sheer lazy defeatism, he 
will close the argument with the in- 
evitable shrug and the final question, 
“ But how can you make democracy 
work with fame in the land?” 

Practising Catholics also shrug the 
shoulder when I enquire about the 
growing virility of anti-religious pro- 
paganda. “Oh well, it was always 
so. The Vatican is what you call our 


TALY 


Aunt Sally. It means very little—all 
froth and bubble, you will see.” Well, 
J should like to see, and probably we 
shall when the Lateran Treaty comes 
up for revision. It will be a red-hot 
pointer to the true weight of anti- 
clericalism, and I doubt very much if 
the flimsy fabric of the coalition 
majority of the three big parties will 
be strong enough to bear this load. 

It is anti-clericalism though, not 
anti-religion. Of course the Com- 
munists (some of them) maintain a 
theoretical anti-God propaganda, but 
it is hardly more than an ideological 
loyalty, and necessarily soft-pedalled 
in the interests of a Government 
which includes both Communist and 
Catholic. ministers. Actually, Italy’s 
anti-clericalism 


personal. The war has_ shattered 
many a home, broken many a 
romance —wives were tired of 


waiting and there were occupation 
troops. ... 


Church and State 


Anti-clericalism means divorce. 
Beneath all the jibes. sneers, “ reve- 
lations.” and allegations of corrup- 
tion, there is the compelling pressure 
of a popular demand for the separa- 


tion of Church and State. It is an 
agitation compounded of personal 
misery, cultural frustration and 


political opportunism. 

To an enquirer from a Jand where 
religion is held to be a very private 
affair, almost a personal hobby— 
“what a man does with his solitude” 
—this journalistic frenzy for a 
religio-social revolution appears a 
storm in a tea-cup. But, like the 
political satire, it represents a very 
urgent impulse to be loosed from 
anachronistic restrictions. 

So now, freed from the straight- 
jacket of Fascism, and already cock- 
ing a ribald snook at the ineptness of 
political democracy, Italy sharpens 
the knife of satirical surgery in order 
to cut out from the body politic the 
sacerdotal authority which she be- 
lieves frustrates her aspiration for 
liberty. And I think the knife will 
prove sharp enough: the divorce will 
be arranged. The Church has ac- 
cepted the Republic and altered her 
prayers accordingly. Now a much 
more serious challenge js uttered and 
upon an issue which, morally, she 
cannot yield. But all the signs point 
to a factual victory for satire. 


OVERWHELMING RESPONSE 
TO BISHOP’S FOOD APPEAL 

The Bishop of Rochester, Dr. C. M. 
Chavasse, has rece:ved so many gifts 
of tinned food for the people of Ger- 
many that a special depot has been 
opened in Rochester. It will remain 
a permanent depot, reports the Star, 
Mar, 20. 

The Bishop made his appeal to the 
Medway towns. They have sent him 
so far 2,000 tins of meat and fish, 
600 having come from Rainham alone. 


is not political, but, 


April 4, 


INEXPUNGEABLE 
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TPHE word is in the news, though 

not in the Concise Oxford Dic- 
tionary. It is The Times’ version of 
a recent expression by Mr. Churchill 


in a speech to the Institution of Naval 
Architecé;, “Expunge’’ means “to wipe 
out,” so inexpungeable is something that 


cannot be wiped out. Other reports quote 
Mr. Churchill as using the word “ inexpug- 
nable ™ which the Oxford Concise defines as 
“‘Impregnable, Invincible.” One paper, try- 
ing to be helpful, adds a misprint to the 
muddle by explaining “ Inexpugnable—not to 
be overcome by froce.” Well, we are getting 
clearer. Whichever -version is correct, the 
final effect is much the same—wipe out or 
overcome by force. But what’s it all about? 

“Warships will survive the atom-bomh,” 
said the newspaper headings. Mr. Charchill, 
in short, looks forward to inventions which 
will render thom impregnable. It’s a ‘top 
secret"? but they are evidently well on the 
way to perfection. 

So the armaments’ race can go _ merrily 
forward. Attackers have bacteriological 
Weapons up their sleeves: hut battleships 
(and cities) made impregnable to splitting 
atoms can doubtless stand up to germs. It 
looks as though we may succeed in making 
everything inexpungeable (or inexpugnable) 
except the human being. But make no mis- 
take, even if science could germ-proof 
humanity, a race of men indulging in a race 
of armaments and only surviving by the in- 
vention of ever more wonderful scientific 
devices, would not be worth saving. 

The PPU stands for a humanity worth 
survival—for expungeing armaments, not for 
making them inexpungeable: for the right 
of human conscience, the only power that 
is, in the long run, inexpugnable, to reject 
al] this devilry. If mankind survives, it 
will be because conscience, not battleships, 
cannot be overcome by force. Help us to 
prove it! 

MAUD ROWNTREE 
CORDER CATCHPOOL 
- Joint Treasurers. 

Contributions to Headquartera Fund sinee 
Mar. 21: £4 158. Od. Year's total to date: 
£93 Os. 1d. 

Donations to the fund should be sent, marked 
“Headquarters Fund,” to the Treasurere at 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh St.. W.C.1. 


Hints on entertaining PoWs 


, By one who has arranged invitations. 


Black coffee, strong, is preferred to 
tea by all PoWs. Thus the host’s tea, 
milk and perhaps sugar rations are 
not affected. 

Plain food, and little of it, ig more 
practical than otherwise. Thus they 
will not compare, silently of course, 
our rations with the one third or less 


that their families receive. It és com- 
pany that PoWs need. 
Table tennis, football, etc, are 


played by all PoWs: chess, bridge, 
rummy and other card games by most 
of them: and darts by some, 


SANDWICH 


between the two days of PPU 
AGM, a visit to the Phoenix 
“International School” Social 
and Dance, 7.30—11 p.m., on 


Saturday, April 19, at the Trade 


Union Club, Gt. Newport St., 
W.C.2. 3s. is inclusive of tea 
and a 


SANDWICH 


TERMS: Cash with order, 3d. per 
word, minimum 2a. 6d. (Box No. 6d. 
extra). Please don't aend stamps in 
payment, except for odd pence. 
Maximum length: 60 words. Addresa 
for Box No. replies: Peace News, 3 
Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

MEETINGS, &c. 

IVSP is international. And what 
else? If interested, come to Public 
Meeting at Conway Hall on Api. 29, 
7.30 p.m. Spkrs.: Victor Gollancz, 
Patrick Figgis and Jean Inebnit. 

LONDON, W.C.1, 8 Endsleigh 
Gardens. Discussion lectures every 
Sun., 7.30 p.m. Apri] 6: Meeting 
cancelled. April 13: “ Mechanism 
and Society,” Ethel Hall. London 
Anarchist Group. 


layson, 
Glos. 


happy 


lock. 


Steanbridge, 
Telephone Painswick 2312. 

DERBYSHIRE HILLS. 
form Vegetarian Guest 
holidays 
tion all modern comforts. 
9. Ludlow, The Briars, 
(Station: 
Ambergate 44). 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


LOVELY 
Quiet guest hse. offers peaceful holi- 
days in 
Breakfast 


COTSWOLD valley. 
Tolstoy, 


cheap. 


Marx, 


beautiful Box 657, 


surroundings. 
in bed 


(optional). Fin. 
Nr.  Stroud,|no coupons, 
new paras., 
Food Re- 
House for 
or restful recupera- 
A.and K. 
Crich, Mat- 
Ambergate. Tel.: 


dresses, curtains, 
pstge. 8d. 


wd. welcome 


ACCOMMODATION 
FURN. OFFICE to let at Peace 
News. Convenient for City and West 
End. All services. Apply Manager, 
Peace News Ltd., 3 Blackstock Rd., 


N.W.8. 
London, N.4. 


SPEAKING 
jeasona (correspondence, or wisit) 5a., 
classes le. 6d. 
B.A., 82 Primrose Hill Rd., London, 
PRimrose 5686. 


EDUCATIONAL 
AND 


of W.R.L funda. 


WRITING 
Dorothy Matthews, 


perfect. 


WANTED: HOUSE, or rmz., on 
farm, for 8 people (4 adults and 4 
children) on Pembrokeshire or Car-|at 
diganshire Coast for Aug. 

C.0. NOW unconditional 6eeks 
unfurn. acmdtn. for self, wife and 
two children, at present separated. 
Daily reach Brentford. Reply to 
Dawton. 24 Daleham Gardens, N.W.3. 

ILFRACOMBE. ** PINEHURST,” 
Chambercombe Park. Lovely country, 
5 mina. sea. Chris and Urquie Collis. 

LAKE DISTRICT. “ Beck Allana " 
and ‘“Rothay Bank,” Grasmere. 
Attractive Guest Houses for strenu- 
ous or restful holidays. First class 
vegetarian diet. Dormitory accom- 
Mmodation at special rates. Enquiries 
to: Isabel James at Beek Allans. 
Tel.: Grasmere 129. 

NORTH CORNISH Coaat. 
morrab” Veg. House, Tintagel. We 
have some vacancies for 1947. Why 
not visit thia lovely cast? Children 
welcomed. Write for prochure. Mra. 
Osborne Swain, 4.a.e. please. 


basis. 


cap 


St., 


Stores 


“Tre. 


FOR SALE & WANTED 
TYPEWRITER SERVICING requd. 

Peace 
mechanic invited to undertake wk. on 
part payment, 
Apply 
Ltd., 3 Blackstock Rd., London, N.4. 

FLAT-BED DUPLICATOR, 
size, 
what offers? Seen at Anglican Pac'- 


fist Fellowship Offices, 1 Adelaide 
W.C.2. : 
DARKON YOUR hair. Grey hair] friends! 


is ageing—a eocial, psychological and 
commercial 
Pomade” darkens grey hair, 
and naturally. Price 58. per pot, post 
free. Remit 
Ltd.. 
Cross Rd., 

SANDALS. COUPON free. Attrac- 
tive and strong rubberised felt parts. 
Easy to assembie, 
grey or green. 
Children’s 
Dept. 18, Eastbourne. 


News office. London 


nae an_ article 
part free advertising 
Manager, Peace News lishers, 
fools- 


in strong carrying case,! QUAKERISM. 


handicap. ““ Darkon 


safely 
P.O. to The Hygienic| friendships 
Dept. 35. 95 Charing 4 
London, W.C.2. Cardift. 
acope. 
Send Birthdate, 
envelope. 
tute (A.28), 
don, E.C.2. 


in brown, blue, 
Adulta size 7s. 6d. 
size Ga. Wilkane Ltd., 


NON-FICTION BOOKS—Esperanto, 
ete. 


NYLON SILK Parachute Materia}, 
long panels 
white only, 
making underwear, 
price 258. 
Celic & Co. 
Chestnut Avenue, Bedford. 

WAR RESISTERS’ 
wifte of 
stampa for aubaequent sale on behalf 


received with gratitude. 
the War Reaistera’ 
Abbey Rd.. Bufield. 

AMERICAN GEC mains 
Light programme unobtain- 
able Western Counties. £14. Box 622. 


LITERATURE, &c. 
OLAF STAPLEDON 
in this month's 
““Modern Education.” 
** Modern 
Endsleigh St., W.C.1. 
6s. 6d. p.a. poat free. 
Information 
Literature respecting the Faith and 
Practice of the Religious Society of 
Friends, free on application tao the 
Home Service Committee, 
Friends’ House, Euston Rd., London. 


PERSONAL 
CONTACT CLUB. 
for all. 
Sec., P.N. 19 Ty Fry Gdns., Rumney, 


ASTROLOGY.—A free Test Horo- 
Helpful advice and guidance. 
stamped-addressed 
The Paycho-Succesa Insti. 
64 Aldermanbury, Lon- 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


MARRIED gardener, 
Wife to wk. pt. 
Good wages 


WANTED: 
Limpsfield, Surrey. 
time in hse., no cooking. 
and furn. etge. Box 658. 
Space wanted, 


ideala offer congenial 


eut from 
ideal for 
blouses, night- 
parcel, 
(Dept. 774), 


cept office) 
Sussex coast resort; 
perience catering and 
essential. Write age, 
experience. Box 656. 


Internationa) 
foreign 


qud. 
lishment. Partnership 
Acmdtn. found. 
auch gifta| paid. 
Pl. aend to 
International, 11 


Any 


radio,|crope, requ. 


character. 


contributes|dens, Over Peover, 
issue of 
From Pub- 
Edueation,” 6 


Td. post free, 


social] 


All apietns., including 


and} Grove St., Liverpool, 7. 


about 40. Guest Hae., 


man or woman—for 


Congenial pen) pacifiat headmaster. 


Partics., stp. 


BUSINESS FIRM with Christian 
situation ‘to 
cheerful, capable lady similar ideals, 
take entire charge Guest House (ex- 
now being equipped 
16 bedrms. Ex- 
staff contro] 
remuneration, 


CHIROPODY: LADY Pacifist re- 
to re-open East Coast eatab- 


Fare for interview 
Parties., quale, and photograph 
to—BM CATESQUE, London, W.C.1. 
PROGRESSIVE MARKET garden- 
ing firm, mainly glasshse. and frame 
young man of good 
Experience not essential 
if enthusiastic and adaptable. 
wage £4 if over 21. Send nartics. to 
J. & J. Tod Ltd., Stocks Lane Gar- 
Knutsford. 
WARDEN/S OR Housekeeper re- 
qud. for Pacifist Service Unit doing 
wk. with Problem Families. 
short 
service, considered. Enquiries to 56 


COOK. YOUNG and active, trained 
or experencied with numbers. Party 
Newauay. 
Whit. to end of Sept. Apply: Bishop, 
Fairfield Guest Hse., Dawlish. 

QUALIFIED TEACHER wanted— 
eouneil schosl 
Box 660. 


PEACE NEWS office 
grateful for voluntary 
Light despatch wk. (Thursdays), 
miscellaneous routine other days. 
Farea pd. Please write or phone the 
Manager, Peace News Ltd. (Stamford 
Hi}! 2262), 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


REPRESENTATIVES & Retailers 
invited to handle Endsleigh Cards on 
usual commission/discount basis. Pre- 
liminary arrangementa now being 
made. Please write, with partics. of 
area and trade covered, to the 
Manager, Endsleigh Cards, c/o Peace 
News Ltd., 8 Blackstock Rd., Lon- 
don, N.4. 


would be 
assistance, 


offered. 
MISCELLANEOUS 


GOOD PRINTING of every de- 
scription, including pamphlets, leaf- 
lets, letterheadings, etc. Leighton 
Dingley & Co., 70 Brackley Sa., 
Woodford Green, Essex. Send stamp 
for prices and apecimena of work. 


REGINALD BAILEY, assisted by 
Daisy E. Bailey. Naturopath, 
Osteopath, Psychiatrist and Bates 
System for eyes. 184, Hoppers Road, 
Winchmore Hill, N.21. Palmers 
Green 7868. By appointment, 


A WORD to the ailing. Do not 
despair. Start today Send for two 
20-page booklete of encouraging life 
conserving information about Garlie, 
which comes nearer to «a universal 
remedy than any thing given by 
Nature for the use of man. Send 
stampa 5d. to Allyso] Company, Fair. 
light, Suasex. 


ACCOUNTANT  C.O. 


Min. 


term 


writes up 


social, ete. Box 659. 


descriptions, typewriting, 
Eyles, 


N.5. Tel. Canonbury 8862. 


SITUATIONS and WORK WANTED 
C.O., 22, refined, inteligent. seeks 
wk. where he can live in—domestic, 


FIRST CLASS duplicating of al) 
etc. 
2 Aberdeen Park. Highbury, 


traders bka.; attende to all Income 
Tax matters; company formation; 
audits and costing. Provincial elients 
visited without obligaton. Box 96. 


INSURANCES TRANSACTED. All 
clasaea. Profitable life and endow- 
ment policies. Enquiries welcomed. 
R. C. Horwood, Turvey, Bedford. 


Mabel 


4 
Stgececosecccossors 
$333 PEP SS: 3. 
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The new militarist socialism 


COMMENTARY CONTINUED 


of hesitation from Congress and the 
Chicago Tribune type of isolationists, 
the policy of “containing” it at 
home does not. President Truman, 
with general acclamation, has ordered 
a purge of two million government 
servants, just after the Supreme 
Court upheld the action of the Civil 
Service Commission in dismissing a 
civil servant who was alleged to have 
‘*Communist sympathies.” A gov- 
ernment servant can be justly dis- 
charged if there is “reasonable 
doubt” of his loyalty, says the 
Supreme Court. The judgment, and 
the purge, are reasonable enough in 
themselves. But USA has not a good 
reputation for its way of doing these 
things. Perhaps this will be a better 
effort. 


Unwanted policy 


MR. CROSSMAN’S policy, per- 

sistently advocated in The 
New Statesman, of cutting adrift 
from America and “basing our 
foreign policy on the Anglo-French 
alliance and a European regional 
security system under the United 
Nations” has, ‘foparently, brought 
him into company from which he 
wishes to dissociate himself—namely, 
opponents of conscription. He divides 
the opponents of conscription into (1) 
the Liberal Party, (2) Labour paci- 
fist back-benchers, (3) a small group 
of Labour members led by Mr. Zil- 
liacus, bitterly opposed to Mr. 
Bevin’s policy, (4) Labour members 
who oppose it on the ground that the 
man-power is needed at home and 
that the necessary forces can be pro- 
vided by voluntary enlistment. Mr. 
Crossman argues against (3) and (4). 
(4) are wrong (he says) in suggest- 
ing that the minimum adequate 
British army can be_ provided by 
voluntary enlistment. But his broad- 
side is reserved for (3). 

“It ia sheer blindness to suggest that 
the Anglo-French alliance ¢an have any 
reality if Britain once again repudiates 
her military responsbility and condemns as 
undemocratic the system of national ser- 
vice which is an essential part of the 
tradition of European democracy. Con- 
seription today is not only a statistically 
given necessity for the maintenance of any 
British army; it is a political necessity for 
a Socalist Britain conscious of ts duty 
to Europe.”’ (New Statesman, Mar. 29). 


Why a large French army? 
UT why, I cannot help asking, 
does France herself want a 
large army today? Granted that 
military conscription is part of the 
tradition of European democracy— 
the reference is to the French revolu- 
tion—why not change the tradition? 
It is about time. But what, I repeat, 
is the French army for? Indo- 


of 
e 
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THE LONG WEEK-END 


3; Friday, April 18th: 
Britten - Pears 

Friends House, 
WRI. 


Saturday, April 19th, 
Sunday, Aprij 20th: : 
Peace Pledge Union AGM, : 
also at Friends House, in aid 
of pacifism! 3 
Enquiries: 
6 Endsleigh St., W.C.1. 
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CATARRH 


THIS commonest of all disease con- 
ditions among3t civilised peoples, 
greatly impairs mental efficiency, lowers 
resistance to infection, and generally 


debilitates its innumerable victims. The 
true remedy is to de-toxicatethesystem, 
restore the clean bloodstream of youth, 
and then reform the diet and other 
habits of living, 

Garlic—a prescription with 5000 
years of history—is a most powerful 
disinfecting agent; and greatly helps in 
neutralising and liqu'fying catarrh. 

Send stamps 5d. for two 20-page 
booklets about Garlic in its modern 
deodorised forms which impart no taint 
whatever to the breath or person. 


Allysol Company, Fairlight, Sussex 


en a a TET 


China? That seems unnecessary. 
For holding down Germany in col- 
laboration with Russia and Poland 
and Czechoslovakia? That seems 
utterly unnecessary if reasonable 
terms of peace are granted to Ger- 
many. But, of course, since neither 
France nor Russia are content with 
reasonable terms of peace to Ger- 
many (which would, of course, in- 
clude that Germany must not manu- 
facture or possess weapons of war), 
the need of a large army becomes 
apparent. But it is not plain why 
Britain should be involved in the 
consequences of a_ policy against 
which she is struggling hard at the 
political level. 


A new militarism 
HAT is not, in itself, an argu- 
ment against conscription for 
the time being: for it is probably 
true that Britain’s struggle against 
an unreasonable and dangerous Ger- 
man policy would be — seriously 
weakened if conscription were re- 
jected. But Mr. Crossman’s argu- 
ment is for permanent conscription 
as an integral part of “ socialism.” 
That strikes me as perverse. Just 
as the French Revolution condemned 
European democracy to conscription, 
so the Russian Revolution is to con- 
demn European socialism to a new 
militarism. To accept that as final 
is to accept doom. British and 
American democracy have a different 
tradition; and a better one. The 
problem is how to make it prevail 
against the deadly traditiém of mili- 
tarist socialism that is now being 
established. 


I believe that the only way it can be done 
is by clearly formulating the final goal of 
British and American policy, as the abolition 
of war, and the resolute acceptance of all 
that that involves. But that is not a subject 
for a paragraph. What I am deeply con- 
vinced of is that, so long as this supreme end 
of policy is not clearly envisaged the world 
will drift steadily and with increasing speed 
towards complete disaster. 


No compromise 

T is in this perspective that the 

political struggle over Germany 
must be seen. Literally anything is 
better than a half-surrender to the 
Russian claims: the territorial 
truncation of Germany plus a colossal 
claim for reparations from her pro- 
duction. If Russia intends to impose 
this slavery on Germany, then for 
Heaven’s sake, let her bear the sole 
responsibility for it: let Britain and 
America have nothing to do with the 
unclean thing. Then at any rate 
there will be a chance that the 
necessary policy of a free society—the 
establishment of a free society of 
nations—will not be hopelessly com- 


promised and corrupted. 

The Crossman policy of ‘‘a European 
security system under the United Nations ’”’ 
really means a league between Russia and 
Britain and France to hold Germany’ in 
perpetual servitude to conditions which will 
make her the mere tool of the new “socialist ” 
militarism. It is a vicious and fatal policy. 
Meanwhile, the administration of the British- 
American zone of Germany is already on the 
point of being totally repudiated by the 
German people. 


THE CBCO 


_The Central Board for 
tious Objectors is holding an_ in- 
formal party at Friends’ House, 
Euston Road, London, on Saturday, 
April 12, to which all interested are 
invited. 

The occasion is to mark the leaving of 
Jack Carruthers, Graham Wiggs and Dennis 
Hayes and to welcome Albert Tomlinson as 
the new secretary of the CBCO. A topical 
sketch, specially written for the occasion, will 
be presented; it is expected to be libellous. 
Olive Zorian, violin, hope: to play. There 
will not be any refreshments. 


Conscien- 


THE PEACE ASSOCIATION OF 
CHRISTIAN SCIENTISTS 
(British Section) 

Statement of Purpose 
An international association 
for the promotion and extension 
of a Christianly Scientific peace, 
the members of which refrain 
from participation in war. This 
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Commons midnight debate on PoWs 


YALTA IN ACTION 


N instructive debate took 

place in the Commons on 
March 24, when Mr. R. R. 
Stokes challenged the Govern- 
ment’s legal and meral right to 
retain prisoners of war in this 
country any longer. 

Mr. Stokes complained of “increas- 
ingly indefinite and confusing replies” 
to his enquiries concerning the legal 
position. The confusion arises from 
the terms of Article 75 of the Geneva 
Convention, in which it ds laid down 
that “the repatriation of prisoners 
shall be effected as soon as poss'ble 
after the conclusion of peace.” Mr. 
Stokes quoted this Article. only to re- 
ceive from Mr. Bellenger the custom- 
ary reply that as yet “no peace has 
been entered into between this coun- 
try and Germany.” 


The meaning 


In the sense that a complete peace- 
treaty has not been drawn up, and és 
—by the look of things in Moscow— 
unlikely to be for a long while to 
came, this statement is true. It is 
worth mentioning, however, that Ar- 
ticle 75 is the sole Article in a para- 
graph of the Convention bearing the 
heading “Liberation and  Repatri- 
ation after the End of Hostilities” ; 
which suggests that by the term “con- 
clusion of peace” nothing more is 
meant than the complete termination 
of hostilities. 

Russia, as is well known, was not 
a partner to this Convention. But 
in view of the fact that at the War 
Criminals Trial in Tokyo, the Soviet 
State Prosecutor took the line that the 
terms of the Convention had become 
international practice. there is good 
reason for saying that Russia, as well 
as America, Bnitain and France, is 
bound by it. 

The whole legal argument has, 
however, become somewhat academic 
since it has been revealed, not merely 
that Churchill and Eden were lying 
when they denied the existence of se- 
cret clauses in the Yalta agreement, 
but that the British, American and 
Soviet representatives actually decided 
at Yalta to exact reparations in 
German labour, without reference to 
the Geneva Convention. 


Deplorable answers 


In questioning the moral right to 
retain prisoners as long as we are 
doing, Mr. Stokes was on stronger 
ground: and we can only deplcre 
some of the answers he received; this, 
for instance, from Mr. Bellenger; ‘I 
am bound to point out that for many 
years our prisoners of war were in 
Germany, theugh it is true that in this 
case the war was still going on.” 

In justice to the Secretary of State 
for War, it must be said that most of 
his arguments were rational. He did 
not, however, meet all of Mr. Stokes’s 
points. He overlooked the matter of 
the Germans captured in the Channel 
Islands, who, although described by 
Mr. Churchill as already prisoners in 
July 1944, have apparently been 
classed as such only since the date of 
their transhipment; and his assur- 
ances on the conditions of PoWs in the 
Middle East and North Africa were 


jnot altogether satisfactory. 


Mr. Stokes had asked for special 
consideration to be given to the re- 
patriation of these men. on account 
of the unhealthy climate. Hitherto 
their liberation had actually been 
slower than elsewhere — becaus2 it 
appears their labour is regarded as 
indispensable. 


Middle East reports 


“In this connection (stated Mr. 
Bellenger), J can say that I have 
sent a staff officer specially to in- 
vestigate the conditions out there, 
and to advise me on what he found. 
Thi, was no routine inspection. It 
was made at my orders, and ] can 
say that the report which was sub- 
mitted comforted me. [ am con- 
vinced, in my own mixgd, that the 
conditions in the Middle East are 
ag good as and jn some cases better 
than in this country, and that is 
saying a lot. I have documentary 
evidence. I also hear from the com- 
mandants of these camps, and from , 
German-speaking people who visit | 
the prisoners, and I ask the House | 


to believe me when I say that the 

reports, on the whole, are Very 

good.” 2 

It would take more than an un- 
named staff officer, or quite a number 
of commandants, to comfort us to the 
same extent, especially in view of Mr. 
Stokes's earlier revelations as to the 
personnel of some of the camps. 

Mr. James Hudson added his pro- 
test to Mr. Stokes’s, “orm moral 
grounds.” “It is wrong,” he stressed, 
“that we should be trying to do now 
with German priscners of war what 
Hitler tried to do with the slaves of 
Europe when he had the opportunity 
during war-time.” 


Slow repatriation 


Mr. Driberg, while acknowledging 
gratefully the measures already taken 
by the Government to improve the lot 
of PoWs (Mr. Stokes had suggested 
others), observed that the slow re- 
patriation — aggravated by promises 
made to some of the men, on leaving 
America, that they were being sent to 
Germany—did more than anything 
else to obstruct “re-education” : 

“At Wilton Park, Radwinter 
Camp and the Brondesbury Hostel, 
and elsewhere to some extent, ex- 
tremely good work is being done; 
but the almost insuperable diffi- 
culty which the idealists who are 
devoting themselves to that work 
keep on coming up against is two- 
fold: first, the letters that the 
prisoners got from home describing 
conditions in Germany; and, 
secondly, the slow rate of repat- 
riation. Jt is uselegg preaching to 
them about democracy while we 
keep them here. To be fair to the 
people who are running these 
camps, they do not try too much 
positive preaching of democracy. It 
would not work if they did, They 
merely try to loosen up the minds 
of the young men jn their charge, 
to get them thinking and arguing 
for themselves, and out of the 
terribly brutalised mentg] state in 
which they were brought up. 
the Hitler Youth and so on, That 
is a Very important work, but it is 
obstructed and frustrated all the 
time by this special factor of slow 
repatriation, and that is one reason 
why I particularly would like to see 
it speeded up. 

Actually, the form of democracy is 
infinitely less important than that re- 
spect for the individual which the 
system imperfectly expresses; and we 
wish that Mr. Driberg had gone on to 
point out the fundamental iniquity in- 
velved in the retention of these 
prisoners: that is, their collective 
treatment as the representatives of a 
guilty Germany. 


Primitive attitude 


This primitive attitude was, how- 
ever, well displayed in a speech by 
Mr. Stubbs (in the course of which 
he accused both Stokes and Driberg 
of being pacifists). Far even one ac- 
customed to generalisations might 
have been astonished to hear “the 
people” (i.e. the prisoners, without ex- 
ception) “who were reared by Hitler 
to believe in almighty dominant 
power, and to worship power” des- 
eribed in the same breath as “respon- 
sible” for the devastation of 1939-45. 
This argument for the employment of 
Germans on reconstruction in England 
is exactly on a par with the exaction 
of reparations from Germany which 
eannot even begin to be paid before 
1950. The sins of the fathers are 
visited on the sons, to the third and 
fourth generations. . 

Mr. Dumpleton brought the debate 
to a fitting close with his conclusion 
“that there is no moral justification 
for keeping these men here for this 
period after the war ”—and “what is 
morally wrong cannot in the long run 
be either politically of economically 
expedient.” 
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